
 From Patty Sommerhauser 
Friends of NCCW for WUCWO, President 
 
Dear Members of Friends, 

 

 We had a wonderful convention the end of 

August in Atlanta.  Now, I am sure you are all back 

in the thick of working for the good of NCCW and 

WUCWO.  It was good to see so many of you in  

Atlanta. 

 As was reported by our Treasurer, we have $11,000 of our bal-

ance restricted for use for the North American WUCWO Conference.  

This will be happening next year.  Mary Beth has informed us that it will 

be held on Tuesday August 25, 2020, the day prior to the start of our 

NCCW Centennial Convention.  It will be held at the same location as 

the convention, the Crystal Gateway Marriott in Arlington, Virginia.  We 

hope that many members of Friends will choose to attend this 1 day con-

ference.  It will be well worth your time and expense. 

 Our fundraiser raffle at convention was successful and brought in 

more than the budgeted amount, thanks to donations from many. 

 It now is time for the reminder that the $25.00 dues for Friends of 

NCCW for WUCWO are due by December 31.2019.  Thanks to every-

one who pays their dues in a timely manner and also makes additional 

donations to help us to meet our budget. 

 I wish to thank Fr. James Stembler for his help and prayers as our 

Spiritual Advisor. 

 Also thanks to Lucy Johnson for remaining our Parliamentarian. 

 Bonnie Workman has agreed to remain with her committee that 

is working on updating our Friends history.  If you have any pictures or  

information on WUCWO General Assemblies or North American               

Conferences, she would love to have them. 

 And of course, big thanks to Deb Drager remaining as our                   

newsletter editor. 

 Several of the board members asked that I investigate the  

possibilities of our meeting at convention being at a lunch time rather 

than an early am time.  I have done this and the problem of course is in 

conflict with other scheduled lunches, specifically Associates, Spiritual 

Advisor lunch and purse auction.  Another drawback is cost.  Lunch  

being much more costly.  So it doesn't seem feasible at this next  

convention. 

 

 In thanksgiving for all the blessings we receive, I wish you all a 

wonderful Thanksgiving. May you enjoy your time with your families. 

  

             Also a Blessed Christmas and Happy New Year  

                                                  to you and your families. 

 

          Patty Sommerhauser                                                                              
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Greetings to one and all! 

 

I just recently returned from a Pilgrimage to the Holy Land and Rome.  What 

a blessed time it was for me and the pilgrims.  It is good to experience other 

cultures and other peoples to help us appreciate the universality of the Church 

and the blessings that we can all be to one another. 

 

In the Holy Land, we had a fine guide who showed us various holy sites which 

brought alive the pages of the Gospels.  Although it is not a requirement of our 

religion that we travel to the Holy Land, I do believe that it is a good thing to 

do for all the graces we receive while visiting these sites.  From Nazareth to Cana, from the Sea 

of Galilee to Mount Tabor, from Bethlehem to Bethany, from the Mount of  Olives to the Garden 

of Gethsemane, from the Upper Room to the Holy Sepulchre; it is truly a  fulfilling spiritual                   

experience to be in these sites and gain many spiritual insights that help us to appreciate the gift 

of our faith that much more. 

 

After this wonderful time, we traveled to the Eternal City and visited the four major basilicas, 

saw some of the catacombs, visited the Vatican and saw the Holy Father at a Wednesday                  

audience.  These visits, too, brought many blessings to the pilgrims.  All in all, it was a good two 

weeks. 

 

One of the greatest joys of being a member of the Friends of NCCW for WUCWO is that we 

reach out beyond the familiarity of our own homes and the cities/towns/villages where we live 

and  

remind ourselves what a wonderful world God has given us.  There is a lot of tension in this 

world that we have put into place; however, the many corners of this world are truly beautiful and 

a  

wonder to behold.  We are a reminder to all the members of the National Council of Catholic 

Women that we join our voices to the voices of other Catholic women from throughout the world.  

To quote an old song, “We’re one big family, and our Daddy’s in the sky.”  How true that is! 

 

Many thanks for your membership in the Friends of NCCW for WUCWO.  Let’s keep being 

good witnesses to who we are so that more will join Friends.  And as we continue to move                   

toward the 100th Anniversary of NCCW and ready ourselves for what promises to be a fabulous 

WUCWO North American Conference and NCCW Convention, let us join our voices with the 

women not only of the United States, but also the world in shouting, Hallelujah!  Let us give 

thanks to God and celebrate the beautiful creations we are! 

 

    

  “Sing joyfully to the Lord, all you lands; 

       serve the Lord with gladness; 

           come before him with joyful song.”  
                                                                    Psalm 100:  1-2 
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Very Rev. Fr. James Stembler 
Friends of NCCW for WUCWO Spiritual Advisor 
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If you have any questions or if you would like more information 

about Friends of NCCW for WUCWO, Inc. please contact:                                                    
 

Pat Sommerhauser, President  
Email:  somhrsr@cableone.net  Phone:  918.540.1481  

 

 

The web address used when we send the newsletters to our 

Friends Members is:  friendsofnccwforwucwo@gmail.com.  
 

Please let us know if you have any changes  
in your personal contact information. 

Small Boards 

 

Contrary to popular belief, Robert’s Rules of Order Newly  Revised 

(RONR) serves to simplify how meetings are conducted.  The rules             

apply to all kinds of deliberative assemblies from mass meetings, 

large organized societies, conventions, legislative bodies to boards.  

Different rules apply in each case.  For example, larger more organ-

ized societies have stricter rules.  In small boards, the rules are re-

laxed and offer more flexibility and informality. 

 

A parish CCW might have a small board conduct all the business for 

the organization with a general meeting annually and speakers or social events in between.  

Any and all authority given to such a board needs to be included in the bylaws for that 

CCW.  

 

I thought it might be appropriate to review how parliamentary rules are different for small 

boards.  According to RONR (11th ed), p. 487-488 a small board is defined as one with no 

more than 12 members present.  In such a board 

Members may raise a hand instead of standing when seeking to obtain the floor, and may 

remain seated while making motions or speaking. 

Motions need not be seconded. 

There is no limit to the number of times a member can speak to a debatable question. 

Informal discussion of a subject is permitted while no motion is pending. 

When a proposal is perfectly clear to all present, a vote can be taken without a motion 

having been introduced. 

The Chair need not rise while putting questions to a vote. 

The Chair may speak in informal discussions and debate, and vote on all questions. 

 

Lucy Johnson: Parliamentarian, Friends of NCCW for WUCWO  



 

Your 2019-20 Friends of NCCW for WUCWO Board 
Taken at the NCCW 99th Annual Convention 

Atlanta, Georgia    August  24, 2019 

Greeting members of Friends of NCCW, 

  

 It is my pleasure to serve as your new Treasurer.  I have been a 

faithful member of Friends for many years now and look forward to 

serving this Board for another term. 

 

 Just a friendly reminder to send your dues in as soon as                  

possible. This is an important year for us, as we will be hosting the North American Gen-

eral Assembly just prior to our 100 NCCW Convention August 2020. 

 

For your convenience a dues form is in this newsletter.  I will be watching my 

mail box for all your renewals.  Here is a thought – why not gift a membership 

to Friends to someone as a Christmas gift!! 

 

                                              In peace, love and JOY 

Diane Tugander: Treasurer, Friends of NCCW for WUCWO  
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The WUCWO North American Regional Meeting will be held  

Tuesday, August 25, 2020,  

the day before the start of our National Convention.   

It will be at the hotel where the convention will be.:   

Crystal Gateway Marriott in Arlington, VA.   

So please add this date to your schedule, so you will have the                              

opportunity to attend.  More information will be                                           

shared as it is available. 

 

NCCW 100 Anniversary Convention 

August 26-29, 2020 

Washington D.C. Area 

Crystal Gateway Marriott 

1700 Richmond Highway 
(formerly Jefferson Davis Highway) 

                            Arlington, VA                                                            

HOW FRIENDS OF NCCW FOR WUCWO BEGAN... 

Friends was originally established in 2002 to help support the 2003 

WUCWO North American Regional Conference (proceeding the 

NCCW Convention in Minneapolis) and subsequently the 2006 

WUCWO General Assembly which was held in  Arlington,                   

Virginia. A General Business meeting for the membership is held during the NCCW                

Conventions. We  currently have annual dues of $25.00 per year. Dues and donations                

continue to support WUCWO, the WUCWO North American Region and NCCW’s       

representations through grants.                                                           
www.nccw.org/about/nccw-partners/ 

 

We are a nonprofit organization known as the Friends of NCCW (National  Council of 

Catholic Women) for WUCWO (World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations), Inc.                                       

The  objectives of this organization are to educate all interested Catholic people regarding 

WUCWO and also to  provide opportunities to support the programs and projects of 

WUCWO, the WUCWO North American Region, and the NCCW representatives to 

WUCWO.  

Maribeth Stewart Blogoslawski : Our Representative from WUCWO  



General Information about WUCWO 

The World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations (WUCWO) was founded in 1910 
and now represents almost 100 Catholic women’s organisations worldwide, active in 
around 60 countries including all continents and some island states, counting on more than eight (8)                    
million Catholic women of every walk of life. WUCWO’s aim is to promote the presence, participation and 
co-responsibility of Catholic women in society and the Church, in order to enable them to fulfil their                     
mission of evangelisation and to work for human development, particularly in increasing educational op-
portunities, poverty reduction and the advancement of human rights beginning with the fundamental right 
to life. 

In 2006, WUCWO was erected by the Holy See as a Public International Association of the Faithful. This 
canonical status honours the efforts of Catholic women active in our Union at the parish, diocesan,                     
national and international levels. 

WUCWO unites Catholic women in the world to give them a voice on the international platform. Since 
their inception, WUCWO has held Consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Coun-
cil (ECOSOC), the Human Rights Council (Geneva), the FAO (Rome), participatory status at the Council 
of Europe (Strasbourg) and is an official partner of UNESCO (Paris). 

WUCWO examines the critical issues that have an impact on the lives of women internationally and pro-
motes the dignity of every human being. 

WUCWO coordinates the activities of Catholic women's organisations worldwide, serving as a necessary 
link between them and the network of international organizations and faith communities. 

Through them, WUCWO helps train those who are without resources or opportunities, provides victims of 
violence and poverty a means of subsistence for them and their children and helps enable them to fulfill 
their mission of evangelisation and to work for human development. 

WUCWO’s principal areas of activity are: 

 Promote the formation of women in order for them to face contemporary challenges 
• Foster awareness and respect of cultural diversity 
• Promote and coordinate the activities of Member Organisations at the international level and repre-
sent them in international bodies 
• Network with other international organisations and faith communities for the respect of human rights, 
especially those of women 
• Encourage ecumenical and interreligious dialogue. 

 

 

 
Please go to: https://www.wucwo.org/ 

for more information about the  
World Union of Catholic Women  
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January 1, 2020 
Friends of NCCW for WUCWO Dues requested  

 
March 1, 2020 
Friends of NCCW for WUCWO Dues                                    
are considered delinquent.  
 
August 25, 2020 
WUCWO North American Regional Meeting  
 
August 26-29, 2020 
NCCW 100 Anniversary Convention  
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NCCW 100 For 100 Fund 
Celebrate NCCW’s 100

th
 Birthday on March 4, 2020 
 

 In order to kick-start our reserve and endowment fund re-
quest, we are asking that you consider making a donation in 

multiples of 100 to celebrate our 100 years.   
Of course, any amount you are able to give is most                    deeply appreciated.   

The following provides a little guide for the 100 For 100 Giving: 
100 x 10¢ = $10  100 x 25¢ = $25                  100 x 50¢ = $50                

100 x $1 = $100 100 x $10 = $1,000         100 x $20 = $2,000      100 x $50 = $5,000   
100x $100 = $10,000       

 
It would be so wonderful if every member could contribute something as the number of 

members contributing is as gratifying as the amount given. 
 Please make your check payable to the 100 For 100 Fund and send it to: 

100 For 100 Fund 
National Council of Catholic Women 

200 N. Glebe Road, Suite 725 
Arlington, Virginia  22203 

 

For more information on  NCCW 2020 Convention  

Sponsorship Opportunities go to:  https://www.nccw.org 

 

https://www.nccw.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Sponsorship-2020-updated.pdf

